PSYCHOLOGICAL ORIGIN OF RELIGION

A Maker cannot, moreover, be an enemy to those
who issue from him, but must, it seems, appear as
the Great Ancestor, benevolently inclined towards
his offspring. Incomparable greatness, creative
power, benevolence, are as many attributes favour-
able to the appearance of a Religion in the high
sense which, as we shall see, W. Robertson Smith
gives to the word.

The order in which appeared the three kinds of
unseen agents is of considerable importance, for
if, for instance, the ghost-belief was first, it seems
unavoidable that ghosts should have been pro-
jected into natural objects and used to explain
natural phenomena. It is a task for the historian
of Religion to trace the rise of the idea of God in
its several possible sources, and to indicate in
each particular case the contribution of each
source to the making of the earliest gods.

Belief in the existence of unseen, anthropo-
pathic beings is not Religion. It is only when
man enters into relation with them that Religion
comes into existence. The passage from the ani-
mistic interpretation of nature, or from the mere
belief in ghosts, or in a creator, to Active Religion
is not to be taken as a matter of course, for it
may require on the one hand, as we have said,
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